NOTE

THIS tract, written and published towards the end of the yeai 1728,
summarizes the disadvantages undei which Iieland suffered at the time,
and re-enforces the contention that these were mainly due to England's
jealousy and stupid indifference. Swift, however, does not lose sight
of thes fact that the people of Ireland also were somewhat to blame,
though in a much less degree.

In Dublin, where tracts of this nature had now become almost com-
monplace and where official interference in their publication had been
found un\vise and even dangerous, the issue of the " Short View" was
effected without any official comment. In England, however, where it
was reprinted by Mist the journalist, it was otherwise. Its publication
brought down a prosecution on Mist, who, no doubt, numbered this
with the many others which were visited upon him. It is an important
tract, to which many histoiians of Ireland have often referred.

The text of the present edition is based on that of the first edition
and compaied with that given by Sir Walter Scott
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